Case xxx: 

Torpedo similar to a V-2PRIVAT 

Time: July 1, between 10.30 and 12.00

Place: 3 km S Tossene, province of Bohuslän (CE30)

Report to the Defence Staff from the officer on duty at the I17, infantry regiment at Uddevalla:

"The officer on duty reports: Sergeant Sigurdsson, I17, has learned, from trustworthy people, the following: On July 1, sometime between 10.30 and 12.00, from a place about 3 kms south of the Tossene church (about 50 kms NW of Uddevalla), a torpedo-shaped object at a constant altitude of 3-4.000 m, on a constantly southwesterly course. The object was fully visible, had small wings and a tube (pipe) on its stern. Looked like a V2-bomb. No smoke emitted and speed was judged to be about 2-3 times that of a fast aircraft. A strong, humming noise like that of an oil engine was heard. The sound decreased gradually."

Notes: The place of this sighting is on the Swedish west coast. If going to the SW this would have brought the object over the Skagerak, the sea between Sweden, Norway and Denmark. This case is found on the Defence Staff tabulation but no further investigation (as, for example, trying to make contact with the original witness(es)) was performed. 

Status:  Unidentified.

Sources: Report to Defence Staff on July 5, 20.00 hours.

Case xxx: 

A green box-shaped object
Time: First days of July, 13.15 (p.m.)

Place: Ludvika, Dalarna (BX45)

This incident was not reported until March 1986, but has a clear reference to the 1946 "ghost rocket wave" over Sweden. Mrs. Barbro Eriksson filled out a questionnaire for UFO-Sweden where she has a detailed story to tell:

"This incident occured in the summer of 1946. I believe it was one of the first days of July. I had just become 17 years old, had ended school in May and was working for the Hakon Company in Ludvika for a couple of months during the summer. I was on my way up to Hammarbacken where there was a grocery store, to fetch coupons from ration cards, which were still in effect shortly after the war. 

"I had cycled past the church and was on my way towards Faluvägen. I was looking straight ahead and suddenly I noticed something in the sky above me. I looked up and saw a large object. I quickly jumped off my bicycle and watched, with great wonder, a large, rectangular, sharply green object that passed over me, somewhat to my right. 
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"I remember noticing that there were no grooves or seams. The surface was completely smooth and somewhat convex. The sun reflected on the object, which seemed to be metallic. 

"It flew on a roughly south to north course, passing over "the old Brewery" and I saw it all the time, until it disappeared like a small black dot on the horizon, over the woods between Persbo and Hillbo. I have a very good memory, on the other hand I am not very good at estimating measures, but I don't think I am completely wrong if I state that the true length of the object was about 10 meters and it's height about three meters. First it looked like in figure 1. Later the shape changed because of the new perspective. Over the brewery (some 75 meters away) I saw the back part and then the object seemed to be almost squarish (see figure 2). 
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"The colour was very dark, almost black. The altitude was hard to judge, but according to my estimate it flew just above tree-top height (at the most double tree-top height). The speed may have been like a propeller-driven airplane. Duration of sighting was about 1 1/2 minute. 

"The sky was completely blue on this day. No clouds, and I can't remember there was any wind to speak of. I can swear that it was a solid object that I saw. That it was metallic I can't say for sure, but I believe so because of the reflections. I felt no physical och psychical effects, except for a great sense of wonder. 

"The absence of sound was what surprised me most. I stood there for quite a while wondering over what I had just seen, before I continued on my bike. 

"I said nothing to my workmates. Only my mother was told the story as I came home in the evening, and as long as my mother lived (until 1968) I told noone else about what I had seen. I had heard then (in 1946) about the ghost fliers in northern Sweden and knew that people were regarded as crazy, when reporting these phenomena. 

"Two days later I read a small article in Stockholms-Tidningen (inside the paper), that someone in Småland had seen a rectangular green object, going towards NNW, on the same day (and about noon). There it was found out that it couldn't be any airplane, helicopter, balloon or meteor, but the phenomenon was called an unidentified flying object. I think it was shortly after 13.00 hours when I left my place of work, but I am sure it was the same object. Both direction and time fit each other.

"While reconstructing the incident at the site yesterday (March 8, 1986) I can state, concerning the relative distance between thumb and forefinger,

that this measure would not cover the object. One part of the object had passed me when I first sighted it, therefore it is difficult to say, exactly... As I yesterday checked on the direction I found out that the object must have passed over, or near to, the Gränsgruvan mine. 

"I don't know what I saw, just that it was a rectangular "metallic block" that went through the air without the very slightest sound.

Notes: UFO-Sweden's investigator Johan Kinneryd (a policeman by profession) wrote: "The richness of detail in this report is striking. In personal contacts with her (the witness) one has a very good impression. I see no reason at all to doubt her information." 

Clas Svahn also contacted Barbro Eriksson for additional information, which were supplied in a letter of Oct 29, 1986. In this she clarified a few points, for instance:

"You and several others have asked if there was any other person in the vicinity, who could have seen the object. No pedestrian, cyclist or motorist passed by during the time of the observation, I would absolutely have noticed that, if that had been the case. On the other hand it is possible that some car or bicycle passed by on the road to Borlänge. The object was dead silent, so I think it was plain luck that I spotted it so soon. If I had looked onto the ground, I wouldn't have noticed anything. There was no time to look around to see if there was anyone around. If the object had hovered in the air I would certainly have attempted to contact others."

Anders Liljegren attempted to verify the date of this sighting by reading through the microfilms of Stockholms-Tidningen for the period June 23 - Sept 23, but found no news story that fitted Barbro Eriksson's description. One similar case, however, occured in early August when a red rectangular object was seen on a south-to-north course over the west coast of Sweden (see case xxx). 

Rectangular bodies have been observed on a number of occations, internationally. For similar cases refer, for instance, to the following sources: Loren Gross: "UFO's a history. 1954: June-August", page 54; CUFOS Associate Newsletter, Sept 1981, page 1, 2 and 5 and CUFOS Associate Newsletter, January 1981, page 2

Status: Unidentified

Sources:UFO-Sweden questionnaire of March 8, 1986. Investigation by Gudrun Andersson and Johan Kinneryd, Väster-bergslagens UFO-förening. Letter from Johan Kinneryd, June 22, 1986. Letter from Barbro Eriksson to Clas Svahn, Oct. 29, 1986. 

ScanCat 1451.

Case xxx: 

Torpedo over lake Trehörningen
Time: July 5, about 11.00 (noon)

Place: Västervik, near lake Trehörningen (BF65)

This was the second of several reported sightings near lake Trehörningen (see also cases xxx, xxx, xxx and xxx). The Defence Staff was first noted about this series of incidents in a report from policeman K.Sundquist of Tavelsjö, dated August 26:

"Friday, July 5, at about 11.00 hours, once again a torpedo of the same type as the previous one (at the end of May, case xxx) was observed by building contractor J.B. Forsberg, Västervik. This one had also the same course of direction, thus westerly, went at an altitude of about 100 meters and with great speed. It crossed the lake about 300 meter to the south of the previously described torped (=case xxx) and continued out of sight on the same course and height."

Captain Nils Ahlgren of the Defence Staff asked asked the local defence area chief for a further investigation. In his 14-page investigation of the incidents, on September 16-17, policeman F.Johansson wrote about the July 5 sighting: 

"Friday, July 5, 1946. Building contractor Johan Bernhard Forsberg, born June 22, 1882, living on Bankgatan 7 in Umeå: Friday July 5, 1946, at about 11.00 hours, as Forsberg was mowing his lawn near his house in Västervik, Umeå parish, he suddenly heard a buzzing noise. First he thought it was a minor earthquake or something else in the earth, but after a few moments he caught sight of an object coming through the air from the east at an altitude of some 100 meters. It passed almost straight above and continued with a very great speed to the west, over lake Trehörningen. Forsberg did not, however, see where it disappeared, since a nearby house blocked his view. He thought, however, that the object must have landed somewhere on the hills west of lake Trehörningen, or in the lake. At this incident it was fair weather, sunshine, a sky almost free from clouds, and a light wind.

"Concerning the shape of the object, Forsberg stated that it was about 80 cm long and about 12 cm broad, on the widest spot. Further, it was equipped with wings, measuring about 50 cm between tips. The object was brownish in colour with exception for an "aluminum-grey" band around the body just in front of the wings. According to what Forsberg could see the object left no exhaust or similar. 

"Forsberg emphasized that he was absolutely sure about his observations, since he saw the object very clearly. Concerning the shape of the object, see the figure drawn by Forsberg." 
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Status: Unidentified

Sources: Report by K.Sundquist, August 26, 1946. Report by F.Johansson, September 17, 1946. ScanCat 706.

Case xxx: 

”Swallow” looking like a V2
Time: July 6, 14.25 (p.m.)

Place: City of Malmö, province of Skåne (CO36)

The Malmö defence area staff reported this case, to the Defence Staff, on July 11:

"Enclosing a report I have herewith the honour to forward the following verbal statement from draughtsman Torsten Frykmar, employd by Sydsvenska Dagbladet [newspaper], Malmö. 

"On July 6, 14.25, Frykmar observed a swallow-like object at a very great altitude. A short while later a thick, white, cloudy contrail was formed. Due to the noise from the street no sound could be heard.

Some five minutes later Frykmar sighted from a roof the remains of a cloud-like trail although now more dispersed. He asumed it was the same trail as he had seen before. Change of altitude or the course of direction could not be estimated by Frykmar. Observation points and directions are to be found on the enclosed map. 

"Frykmar stated that he had seen a V-bomb over Ystad (southern tip of Sweden) in January 1945, which, according to him, was confirmed by the press. The July 6 phenomenon had the same appearance. On order, P.R.Jahnke, chief of staff."

Note: The map mentioned was not enclosed with the report in the Defence Staff archives. The January 1945 phenomena, seen on several consecutive days over the provinces of Skåne and Blekinge, were probably due to high altitude aircraft not German V-bombs. A separate report on these incidents is available from Archives for UFO Research.

Status: Probably high altitude aircraft.

Source: Report to Defence Staff, July 11. ScanCat 794.

Case xxx: 

Torpedo with roaring noise
Time: July 7, 18.00 hours 

Place: Tureberg, Sollentuna, Stockholm (CA56)

The following words are scribbled on a paper found in the Defence Staff archives: "Town treasurer G.Ankert, Tureberg. Sunday night, 18.00 hours. Torpedo-shaped object, roaring noise, behind  Edsviken, oblong body". 

On the paper are also some unintelligeble sketches that indicate that the man who took down the report (probably by telephone) attempted some calculations. Edsviken, mentioned in the report, is situated to the SE of Tureberg. 

Anders Liljegren spoke with Margareta Ankert, Stockholm, who was married to the son of the witness. She stated that both of these men were dead.

Status: Insuffient information

Sources: Report (note) in Defence Staff archives.Telephone interview (M.Ankert), April 22,1987. ScanCat 795.

Case xxx: 

Crash into lake Trehörningen
Time: July 8, about 16.00 hours

Place: Västervik, province of Västerbotten (BF65)

With reference to the July 5 report from the same area (case xxx), policeman K.Sundquist wrote this in his August 26 report:

"Monday, July 8, at about 16.00 hours, this same J.B.Forsberg, and his daughter-in-law Mrs Britt Forsberg, once again observed a torpedo of the previously described type and with the same direction of flight. Altitude, in this case, was 75-100 meters, as the eastern lake shore was passed. Speed was less in this case. Forsberg says, concerning this, that this one had evidently "died out". Forsberg as well as Britt Forsberg saw clearly that the torpedo fell towards the lake and hit the surface when it had come to a point about 7-800 meters out on the lake. Mrs Britt Forsberg noticed a splashing and a water cascade when the torpedo hit water. This torpedo seems only to have had a very weak sound from it. According to Forsberg it's trajectory was staggered and unsteady as it fell towards the lake."

Policeman F.Johansson made further interviews on September 17:

"Monday, July 8, 1946. Mrs Brita Maria Forsberg, born June 6, 1923, now living at Västervik, Umeå parish...Trehörningen. On Monday 8, about 16.00 hours, as Mrs Forsberg sat out on the yard at the home of his father-in-law...she suddenly heard a whining sound. She looked around and then caught sight of an object coming in the sky from the east. The object passed almost straight over the place where Mrs Forsberg was, at an altitude of about 100 meters, and continued on a westerly course over lake Trehörningen. Since the sun was in the direction where the object went Mrs Forsberg was blinded as she tried to follow the object, wherefore she lost it from view for a short moment. She caught sight of it again, however, as it was over the lake, when she saw that it fell and hit the water at about the center of the lake. On impact there was a water cascade, which was not very tall however. The object flew at a speed much greater than the speed of an airplane. 

"As far as Mrs Forsberg now can remember there was a fine weather on this occasion with sunshine and an almost cloudless sky. 

"Concerning the shape of this object Mrs Forsberg stated that it had the shape of a torpedo and was equipped with wings. It was about one meter long while distance between wing-tips was somewhat greater. Colour was darkish. It didn't seem to leave any exhaust, or similar, behind.

"Mrs Forsberg emphasized that she saw the object very clearly and that she is very sure of her observations. As concerns the shape, see the enclosed sketch, which was drawn by Mrs. Forsberg.
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"This same object was also spotted by Mrs Forsberg's father-in-law, building contractor Johan Bernhard Forsberg, who was on a meadow about 50 meters from Mrs. Forsberg.... 

"Forsberg corroborated Mrs Brita Forsberg's observations. He saw the object at the same time. This one was, more or less, similar to the one he saw on July 5. According to Forsberg's estimate the object flew at an altitude of about 50 meters. It had considerably less speed than the object he had previously seen. It didn't fly steady but staggered a little. Where the object disappeared Forsberg didn't see, since he was standing in a depression in the ground and therefore only could see a small part of the object's path."

Mrs Forsberg had another sighting of a crashing torpedo, on August 24 (case xxx).

Status: Unidentified

Sources: Report by K.Sundquist, August 26. Report by F.Johansson,
September 16-17. ScanCat 707.

Case xxx: 

Missile shot in northern Norway?
Time:    July 8, about 23.35 in the night

Place:   Norway, near border to the Soviet Union

A SECRET report, written by colonel Curt Kempff, chief of the foreign affairs department of Section II of the Defence Staff, on August 26, 1946, stated:

"The head of National Criminal Techical Institute, director Söderman, brought me today into contact with an ex-Norwegian officer X, who had, before, been on the frontier guard in the Kirkenes area. This summer X had been, as a tourist (angler), in the neighbourhood bordering on Russia. X stated the following:

"On the night between July 8 and 9 he had been angling for salmon in the Grena Jakobselv (?) river (on the map Vuoremijoki) where the Korpvandelven river (the water from lake Korpvandet) flows meets

into the aforementioned river. This river is here widened into Langvand. On the other (eastern) side of Langvand is Russian area, dominated by the mountaineous area Kivitunturi. This consists of two parallel bare ridges, the eastern one of which is more steep and higher.
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"At 23.35 hours X heard two loud explosions, which had the likeness of blasting-discharges. Immediately thereafter a hissing, but very strong, sound was heard (almost like from a welding unit, but louder). Above the most distant part of Kivintunturi shot out a narrow, longish cloud of "mist and warmth" from which came an object, looking like a missile. The asumed projectile's track formed a 30-40 degree angle to the horizon. The shooting direction was southwesterly. Distance to the phenomenon was estimated to be 5-8 kilometres. Visibility was good and the sun was up.

"A fellow angler, ex-officer of the Norwegian border guard, who was a few hundred meters from X, made the same observations.

"On inquiry...X stated that he judged the missile's length to be 10-15 m. This estimate he thought was very uncertain. 

"On July 9, X left the border area where the sighting was made. He returned there on July 12 for three days of angling. No sightings similar to the July 8 were made during this period. From inhabitants in the border area X learned that explosions were often heard from the Russian shore of the border river. The general opinion was that they derived from the extensive blasting works performed by the Russians in the border area. Stockholm, August 26, 1946, C.Kempff, colonel."

Note: Summer nights are the nights of the midnight sun in northern Scandinavia. Colonel Kempff's informant, director Harry Söderman, has been revealed as an associate to OSS (CIA's forerunner) during the final years of WWII (1943-45), when the Swedish military and intelligence started a long-term close cooperation with American and British counterparts (ref: Paul M.Cole: "Kungen skulle godkänna", Dagens Nyheter, Oct 13, 1991). 

This intelligence report was sent to colonel Jacobsson, head of the "Space projectile committee". The committee found no coincidence in time between this sighting and other ghost rocket sightings in Sweden.

Status: Russian weapons test?

Source: Secret report, August 26, 1946. ScanCat 891.

Case xxx: 

Spool-shaped projectile
Time: July 10-12, 22.30 hours

Place: Stackmora, near Orsa (BS43)

"Since I believe that my accidental sighting is of general interest I would like to report that I saw a spool-shaped projectile travelling through the air, horisontally, and without any noise at the speed of a common aircraft - altitude about 100 meters going on a straight south-to-north course. I was sitting by an open window at 10.30 in the evening at Stackmora north of Orsa, in July, maybe it was the 10-12th of July."

Status: Unidentified, but lacking of information.

Source: Letter to Defence Staff from Mrs. Margarete Lundgren, July 28, 1946. SCANCAT 1232.

Case xxx: 

Airplane crash off Skagen?
Time: July 10, 11.10-11.15 (noon)

Place: 7-8 nautical miles NE of Skagen 

(the northern tip of Jutland, Denmark)

A: Copenhagen (AP), July 10. The Marine Ministry's secret intelligence service stated on Wednesday evening that an English warship reported an airplane accident about 7-8 nautical miles NE of the Skagen lighthouse. A minelayer and the rescue ship from Skagen went out immediately to search for the wrecked plane. Also the regular plane on the Copenhagen-Oslo line was directed to the accident spot. 

The harbour watch at Skagen reported that no wreckage or parts of an airplane had drifted ashore, and neither from the Skagen lighthouse were there any traces reported of the crashed airplane. 

B: Oslo (AP), July 10. The duty guard at Fornebu airport (Oslo) reports that the aircraft was probably Swedish. Bernt Balchen (director of DNL, the Norwegian Airline) reported, on AP's inquiry, that none of the Norwegian Airline's planes was missing. Norwegian planes have been sent to the crash site. 

C: Copenhagen (AP), July 10. Authorities in Copenhagen stated on Wednesday evening that the accident off Skagen "is still surrounded by the deepest mystery". All ships that took part in the search have now returned without finding any trace of the plane. The Swedish Air Force's security office reports that no Swedish military plane is missing. A Swedish plane on a trip to England had arrived back safely. Neither did ABA (the Swedish airline) lose any machine. Therefore it seems reasonable that the aircraft was not Swedish. Neither the RAF, the Norske Luftfarsselskap or the Danske Luftfartsselskab has any plane missing. 

D: ...The airplane is reported to have been four-engined and circled the waters near Skagen at 11.10 hours. Five minutes later it was reported to have crashed into the sea. Within half-an-hour an RAF plane was at the site...

E: ...According to what Stockholms-Tidningen learned from phone calls to Swedish airports no Swedish airplane is missing.

F: ...Aftenposten this night queried the Air Control at Fornebu to learn if the airplane could have been Norwegian. It could not. Further on, Fornebu reports that the DNL regular flight from Copenhagen circled the area for half-an-hour. It was blowing a 40-50 miles wind and it was difficult to make exact observations. 

G: ...The case was reported to Luftforsvarets overkommando (the Supreme Command of Aerial Defence) in Oslo, but according to what major-general Öen states today there are no reports that the airplane has been found, or that any nation has reported any missing airplane. He thinks it is a big mystification. 

- Has Luftforsvaret (Air Force) sent planes to search?

- No, because the accident site is within Danish territory. We've had not requests to do that.

H: ...By radio, including messages through Norsk Kringkasting (The Norwegian Radio Company), ships in the vicinity of Skagen were asked to go to the stated position to take part in the search. The harbour guard at Skagen says that there are very strong water currents at the accident site so it is possible that the remains of the aircraft disappeared quickly. An RAF plane arrived 30 minutes after the crash, but all traces were gone. There wasn't even an oil slick on the sea. At 20.20 yesterday evening the minesweeper and the rescue vessel from Skagen turned back in vain.

I: It is clear that the airplane is not a Scandinavian passenger plane. Neither is there any Norwegian military plane reported missing. All RAF planes based in Denmark have returned to their bases, and the Swedes have exact positions for their aircraft.

J: ...The airplane was spotted at 11.10 and was flying at a very low altitude. Suddenly it directed its nose towards the water surface and disappeared. The Marine was alarmed and a cutter went out in the company of the Skagen rescue vessel. The regular plane to Oslo was directed by radio to the site, which it reached one hour and a half after the presumed accident, but no traces could be found. Investigations continued the whole day, but when a strong gale commenced at 20.00 the search had to be postponed. 

The Marine reported, in the evening, that the Royal Air Force at Hamburg had information that (the crew of) a British war vessel, that passed by Skagen at 12.00 hours, also had spotted the plane as it crashed. The RAF has no missing aircraft and so far it isn't clear that an airplane really has crashed.

K: ...The mystery is just as big as before. The evening newspapers in Copenhagen yesterday thought they had found the solution. They all brought the message that Norsk Rikskringkasting had reported that the aircraft was a Norwegian bomber. NR states, on inquiry, that such a message never was transmitted. This is all that has happened in the last 24 hours. The airplane isn't Swedish, Norwegian, Danish or British, neither passenger nor military or marine. The mystery will evidently continue to be a mystery.

L: ...The latest information on the airplane is that it should have been a four-engined Russian military plane on a reconnaissance mission over the North Sea which had committed a territorial violation. 

M: Copenhagen (AP), July 13. While Sweden is mystified by the enigmatical fireballs, in Denmark men are working feverishly to clear up the mysterious air accident at the Skagen light ship. It is perhaps not completely unlikely that there can pertain a certain relationship between the mysterious ghost fireballs in Sweden and the unknown airplane which fell into the sea off Denmark's coast, whites the "Socialdemokraten" (Danish daily) today. In any case it seems very peculiar that noone has reported losing a plane. The Danes sent out a report yesterday that investigations for the vanished machine are now called off, since it seems to be fruitless. The accident, however, was witnessed both from the Skagen lightship and from another ship, so all doubt about the statement's correctness is excluded. 

N: The newspaper "Socialdemokraten" reported today that parts of a life jacket has been found in the waters near the Skagen light which probably originate from the mysterious airplane... According to the newspaper, the lightkeeper P.Jensen of the Skagen signal station stated that the airplane came flying in a very strange way, from the sea, and suddenly fell vertically down into the sea. It is not thought probable that the machine could have continued since it hadn't been heard of since then. Before the machine disappeared one could observe that it was a bomber with a double rudder. 

Status: Possibly a Russian aircraft.

Sources: A/B/C: MorgonTidningen, July 11 (morning). D: Svenska Dagbladet, July 11 

(morning). E. Stockholms-Tidningen, July 11 (morning). F: Aftenposten, July 11 (morning)

G: Dagbladet, July 11. H: Arbeiderbladet, July 11. I: Fremtiden, July 11. J: Expressen, July 11 (afternoon). K: Arbeiderbladet, July 12.      L: Morgenbladet, July 12. M: Aftonbladet, July 13 and MorgonTidningen, July 14 (morning).

N: MorgonTidningen, July 15 (morning).        ScanCat 1233.

Case xxx: 

"Ghost plane" was airplane model
Time: July 10, 21.00 hours (evening)

Place: Vidön, Skoghall (CA38)

Summary: Five witnesses, including labourer Karl Thellander, reported a strange object in the sky: 

first weak sound like a distant motor-boat, minitature airplane 500-1.000 meters distant, wings discernable despite some haze in the air. Plane came from NE and moved towards SSW, "stopping" now and then and performing spirals in the air. It seemed to move forward by going in left-handed circles. It was observed during 15 minutes. Thellander thought it was radio-controlled. 

On July 12 Lennart Bosenius a 17-year old kid from Karlstad queried a local newspaper about the whereabouts of his disappeared model aircraft. The plane was 1,20 between wings and could stay in the air for 5-10 minutes or somewhat longer if winds were favourable. At about 21.30 hours in the evening it was released and moved, against what was expected, towards Vidön and Skoghall. It had probably crashed into Lake Vänern. 

On Sunday, July 14, the model was found, by two fishing men, still floating on the water, six nautical miles south of Hammarön.

Status: Identified, airplane model.

Sources: Värmlands Folblad, July 12, 13 and 16. MorgonTidningen, July 12. Aftontidningen, July 13. ScanCat 1234.

Case xxx: 

Oblong object over Kullavik
Time: July 11, 09.08 hours (morning)

Place: Kullavik, 20 km S of Gothenburg (CH32)

"A person who was sunbathing north of Kullavik, some 20 km south of Gothenburg on the Thursday morning, saw, according to GHT (Göteborgs Handels- & Sjöfartstidning), at 9.08 hours a long, silvery object in the sky. The object moved rather slowly towards the south and could be followed for about 15 seconds, before disappearing. No sound could be discerned."

Note: The incident was evidently not investigated by the military since it is not detailed in the Defence files, except for a note in the daily tabulation of sightings with short reference to the newspaper GHT. Without more details it is conceivable that the sighting was of an aircraft.

Status: Possibly aircraft.

Source: TT telegram nr 48 on July 11.       ScanCat 1245. 

Case xxx: 

Two flying rods - military aircraft?
Time: July 11, 10.30 hours (morning)

Place: Svartnäs-Hällfors on the border between Dalarna and Hälsingland (BT49), and other places.

"At 10.30 hours on Thursday three workers on the road between Svartnäs and Hällfors, near the Dalarna - Hälsingland border, spotted two flying bodies, similar to rods, each about one meter long. In the front they were of a light-blue colour, but more of a grey colour at the back. The objects passed abreast and closely to each other, but didn't seem to have any connection between them. Just as they were spotted they emitted a smoke tail which remained for 15 minutes. The sky had no clouds. A weak, but distinct, engine sound was heard. The objects came from SSE and flew towards NNW, speed as with ordinary aircraft. That it was ordinary aircraft is excluded (by the witnesses)."

Twenty minutes before this incident "two ball-shaped objects with tails passed...over Edsbyn on parallel trajectories and with a nordwesterly direction. A monotonous sound was heard. In Färila the ghost flighers was observed at about 10.30." 

Later it was reported: "A number of reports about light phenomena seen during Thursday has been reported to the Defence Staff. It has been established that smoketrails observed from Ockelbo and Falun derive from two Swedish J-26 (Mustang) type, which flew at great altitude (7000 m) over parts of Gästrikland and Dalarna". 

Note: A comentator, writing for Eskilstuna-Kuriren noted, in their the morning editorial, before the above solution was published, that "a line drawn towards the south through Edsbyn and Färila would hit the former German, now Russian and Polish, coast between Köningsberg and Stettin. In the same direction points a line drawn from Sundsvall through Vaxholm [sites of other observations]. The Defence Staff should by now have a number of interesting data on the strange bombardment of our country".

Status: Probably two air force aircraft.

Sources: Dala-Demokraten, July 16. TT telegrams nr's 31 and 63 on July 11. Dagens Nyheter, July 12. ScanCat 1239, 1260 and 1747.  

Case xxx: 

Unknown plane over Härnösand
Time: July 11, a.m.

Place: Smitingens havsbad, Härnösand (BM57)

Summary: A "ghost airplane" was reported to have circled at great altitude over the city of Härnösand. It was soon identified as an airplane from AB Norrlandsflyg making flights for the anti-aircraft defence. It was an Arado Ar 96 B, ex-German, bought by AB Norrlandsflyg in March 1946.

Status: Identified as aircraft

Sources: Sundsvalls Tidning, July 12. Dagens Nyheter, July 12. ScanCat 1262.

Case xxx: 

Silvery cigarr with smoketrail
Time: July 12, 09.45 (morning)

Place: Hybo, 5 km SE of Ljusdal (BP49)

Note in Defence files: "12/7, 09.45. Cigarrshaped object, silvery, 2-3.000 meters altitude with trailing smoke, 4-5 seconds, seen in 20 km wide area over Hybo, from S to N. Chief constable of Ljusdal."

The sighting is listed in the Defence file tabulations without any explanation.

Status: Possibly aircraft 

Source: Handwritten notes in Defence files.   ScanCat 1247.

Case xxx: 

Three triangles with EM effects
Time: July 12, 22.00 (evening)

Place: Usta near Stora Mellösa (CB47)

This case was investigated, and a detailed report written, by Carl Bergh, a local policeman:

"On Monday July 15, 1946, I learned, through an article in Nerikes Allehanda, about a light phenomenon seen at Usta, Stora Mellösa. I phoned a local telephone owner to learn about who had seen this phenomenon. I was informed that a certain Mrs. Inga Eriksson, Usta, Stora Mellösa, was the witness of the incident. 

"Mrs. Syster Inga Eriksson, born on Dec 23, 1912, living in Malingsbo, Usta in the Stora Mellösa parish...has been interviewed regarding her sightings and has stated the following. 

"On Friday, July 12, 1946, at about 22.00 hours, Mrs. Eriksson was in her garden, some 125 meters east of the Usta school building and about 135 south of "a" in "Lövsta", on the map. She suddenly heard a sharp, sizzling sound in the air, whereupon she looked up and saw three silvery triangular objects, travelling from the east to the west. The duration of the sighting Mrs. Eriksson estimates at about 2 seconds. No streak of smoke could be seen. Mrs Eriksson was not able to estimate the approximate distance to the objects. The phenomenon was seen in an easterly direction, or along a line over "a" in Väla, "a" in Ånkersta and "T" in Täby, on the map.

"The angle of height and course could not be stated by Mrs Eriksson, but the the objects moved horisontally, not in a zick-zack fashion. There were no detonations or rumbling noises from the phenomenon. Mrs. Eriksson compares the sound to the rocket-plane she has seen recently in Örebro. (Note: DeHavilland Vampire jets from the Air Force).

"At the same time as Mrs. Eriksson saw the objects her mother had come out on the doorsteps saying that the electrical light had gone out and an electrical clock had stopped. Because Mrs. Eriksson's husband is an electrician he owns an electrical clock to pinpoint the time when a failure has occured on the electrical circuits. The light went on immediately after it had gone out. It can be surmised that disturbances occured as the phenomenon passed over the electrical powerlines. 

"Electrician Ragnar Barret, Odensbacken, who lives about 1 km from the witness and who owns a similar clock, states that his clock did not register any disturbances at the time of the observation. Whether lights had gone out in surrounding buildings has not been possible to find out since no lights had been on at this late hour of the day.

6
"Mrs Eriksson describes the objects as three triangles flying in line formation, each triangle about 80 cm long and about 50 cm wide with a dark area of about 20 cm between each triangle. So far no other witness of the objects has been possible to locate."

Note: The area is a very densely populated part of the flat land in the province of Närke.

Status: Unidentified.

Source: Police report dated July 17, 1946, in

Defence files. ScanCat 1248.

Case xxx: 

A mysterious plane over Stöllet
Time: July 12, afternoon

Place: Stöllet, province of Värmland (BV38)

From Värmlands Folkblad, July 15: "On Friday afternoon a few people in the Stöllet parish watched a mysterious airplane coming from the south in over the village. Yeoman Sigge Värman states, at the inquiry of VF, that he and several other persons saw the mysterious plane coming from the south, (it's shape) comparable to a hawk or an eagle... It made sudden turnabouts, to and fro', some ten circles, before disappearing into a cloud. No usual engine sound was heard, but a noise similar to the rattle of a lightweight motorcycle." 

Anders Liljegren contacted Sigge Värman in October 1986. He stated: "The day of the incident I was in a field when I heard a noise from the air, like a very small two-stroke engine. As I looked up I saw a small aircraft coming towards the site where I stood. The plane came from the SW or SSW at an altitude of 100-200 meters. The plane changed course before reaching the place where I stood, and disappeared in the same direction from where it came. The plane reminded me very much a model aircraft and the size I would estimate at between 40-60 between wingtips."

Further data: Duration - about two minutes; no changes to the character of the engine sound during the sighting; no changes of altitude or speed; weather was clear, dry with no wind. 

Status:  Possibly aircraft model (compare Skoghall case on July 10)

Sources: Värmlands Folblad, July 15, 1946.

Telephone interview, Aug 14, 1986. Ques-tionnaire of Oct 14, 1986. ScanCat 1273.

Case xxx: 

Railroad workers spot winged object
Time: July 13, 10.30 hours

Place: 5 km from Näsviken (BP52) 

TT telegram: "A company of railroad workers, five km from the Näsviken railroad station, spotted a flying object at an altitude of 150 metres, at 10.30 hours on the Saturday. The object had a sound like that from an outboard motor on high speed (high number of revolutions). The object was a couple of meters long and had wings swept backwards. It travelled in a northerly direction."

Note: The case was never noted on the daily Defence Staff tabulation of sighting reports, neither is there any detail of any military investigation. 

Status: Unidentified (insufficient information) 

Sources: TT telegram nr 74 of July 13. Göte- borgs-Tidningen and Stockholms-Tidningen, July 14. ScanCat 1280.

Case xxx: 

Hissing black streak in the air
Time: July 13, a.m. 

Place: River Ljungan, near Fränsta (BM49)

"The manager of the Fränsta laundry Mr. Ture Andersson stated that he, while bathing in Ljungan yesterday morning suddenly heard a hissing sound in the air. He discovered a meter-long black streak in the air at a considerable altitude. The black line was moving towards a southeasterly direction."

Note: This case was never noted in the Defence files.

Status: Possibly aircraft contrail.

Source: Sundsvalls Tidning, July 14. ScanCat 1281.

Case xxx: 

A striped, oblong body 

Time: July 14, 10.00 (a.m.)

Place: Sätra bruk, province of Västergötland,

probably Sättra 20 km NW of Karlsborg.

"Report concering light phenomenon (phoned in to the wing aide of F6 on July 15). 

"Reporter: Mr. Möll, Sätra Bruk, Västergötland.

"Time: 10.00 on July 14.

"Direction: northerly.

"Altitude: 600 - 800 meters.

"Course: towards northeast.

"Speed: exceeding 1.000 km/hour.

"Appearance: oblong body, striped crosswise with alternating dark and light bands. Weak buzzing 

sound. 

            Karlsborg July 15, 1946

            /signed C.G.Göransson, wing aide/

Note: No details of further investigations, but case listed in Defence Staff tabulation. Sättra is situated at the northern tip of lake Viken.

Status: Unidentified.

Source: Report to the Defence Staff's Air Defence Department from the F6 (Air Force Wing) at Karlsborg. ScanCat 1254.

Case xxx: 

Spool object seen by two witnesses
Time: July 15, 14.17 p.m.

Place: Rimforsa, province of Östergötland (CF47)

"Rimforsa, July 16, 1946. To the Air Defence Department, Defence Staff, Stockholm: I would like to inform you that yesterday, at 14.17, the southeastern tip of lake Järnlunden (Rimforsa) was passed by a spool-shaped bright object. It came from the SE and travelled towards the NW at great altitude and with very great speed. The sighting was made by my wife and her brother, assistant Curt Malmgren, Box 100, Rimforsa.

         /signed, Ivar Göthberg, colonel (reserve)/"

Note: Anders Liljegren attempted to contact the witnesses but wasn't able to trace them, although he talked to several (unrelated) people named Göthberg, living in the nearby area.

Status: Possibly aircraft contrail 

Source: Letter written to Defence Staff. ScanCat 1289.

Case xxx: 

Aerial torpedo in west-Sweden
Time: July 17, 11.40 (noon)

Place: Gråbo, 25 km NE of Gothenburg (CG34)

From Göteborgs-Tidningen: "Yesterday an "aerial torpedo" was observed, according to Göteborgs-Posten, by a person from Gråbo. At 11.40 he had heard a sound like a tornado and thought that such a phenomenon was coming. He discovered, however, a torpedo-shaped object at high altitude, which flew in a northwesterly direction. It went very fast and had disappeared within 10-12 seconds. At the local defence staff one had not received any report about the incident."

Further, from Expressen: "...The local policeman states that he has received no report from any other place that anyone saw the aerial torpedo. The information is not in doubt, however, since the witness is a very reliable person."

Note: The report was not investigated by the defence, neither is the case listed in the Defence Staff tabulation of sightings. Gråbo is situated at the southern tip of lake Mjörn. If the object maintained a northwesterly direction it should have passed in a direction out over the lake.

Status: Posibble aircraft

Sources: Göteborgs-Posten, July 18. Expres-sen, July 18. TT telegram nr 33, July 18.        ScanCat 1305.

Case xxx: 

Metallic cigarr over Possåsen
Time:    July 17, 17.30 (p.m.)

Place:   Possåsen, near Swedish-Norwegian border,

         province of Värmland (BT34)

Policeman Car-Eric Ceder of the Finnskoga police district wrote this report on July 23, 1946:

"Concering a "space missile" seen over Possåsen in the Södra Finnskoga parish.

"On Monday, July 22, 1946, the following letter came to the attention of the police in the Finnskoga district:

"Posåsen, July 19, 1946. To the police office.

On July 17, at 17.30 hours in the afternoon I sighted a ghost flight, at an altitude of about 2.000 meters, size about 25 cm, or the size of a crow. The ghost flight was shiny like a star on one side, and dark on the other, travelled in a spiral movement, and had no engine noise. This object came from the south and went to the north. Space was as fast as one can go on a bike. This flight passed over Posåsen in Södra Finnskoga on the Swedish side, close to the border. Respectfully yours, Johan Sundén, Nolgården, Posåsen, Järpliden."

"Due to this letter this police office investigated the case, in Posåsen, in the company of policeman Bror Bengtsson, Bograngen, to make clear if something of military interest could be learned. 

"Questioned in the case forest worker Johan Lennart Sundén, born Dec 16, 1917, from Nolgården, Possåsen, Södra Finnskoga parish, stated:

"On July 17, 1946, at 17.30 hours, Sundén was outside of his house in Possåsen, situated about 100 meters from the Norwegian border, when suddenly he discovered an object that came flying in the air over the courtyard. He estimated the altitude at about 1.500 to 2.000 meters, and the speed as about 30 km per hour. The object had, at that height, about the size of a crow, or a length of about 25 cm. It had a spool-shaped appearance and had tapering ends both in the front and in the back. Below the object was dark, almost black, while the upper part was shiny and metallic. Since the object had appeared to rock in the air he had observed the shiny upper part. No noise or engine sound of any kind had been heard and no lights could be seen. It was clear weather and sunshine. 

"The object had all the time moved at the same altitiude and straight forward. It had come from the south and on a straight trajectory passed the house on a course almost parallel to the country border. Besides this Sundén had nothing of interest to tell.

"Any other person, who might have witnessed this "space missile", couldn't be found in the area. There has been no report that the missile had crashed in the neighbourhoods further to the north. The homestead Possåsen in Södra Finnskoga is situated about 200 meters SE from border point number 99." 

Policeman Ceder's report was sent to the Fifth military district in Karlstad, arriving there on July 25. On the same day it was dispatched to the Defence Staff in Stockholm where it was later hand-written onto the daily tabulation sheet at least 9-10 days after the incident. No further investigation by the Defence Staff.

Status: Unidentified.

Sources: Police report, July 23. ScanCat 1302.

Case xxx: 

Silvery object over Ortviken
Time: July 18, 11.00-11.30 (noon)

Place: Ortviken, near Sundsvall, and Sundsvall (BN54)

From Sundsvalls Tidning: "Another space missile was observed at 11.00 hours on Thursday by three workers at the Ortviken factory near Sundsvall. It was an oblong, silvery object that seemed to pass by at an altitude of 200-300 meters without any sound or smoke. Direction of flight was initially to the north, but before disappearing the missile changed to a northwesterly course."

The sighting was reported to the Defence Staff by captain R. Westlin of the Lv5, the anti-aircraft regiment in Sundsvall:

"I have the honour to report that, on this day, Thursday July 18th, an aerial object once again was seen in Sundsvall. A repairman at the Ortviken sulphite factory witnessed, at about 11.00 hours, a silvery object coming from the southwest. He called out for two other workers nearby, who also saw the object, which, after going over the factory, changed course towards northwest. The object, which was broader in front and tapered off at the back, neither emitted sound nor smoke. Altitude or distance could not be judged."  

Probably the same object was later viewed by another witness, and duly reported to the Defence Staff by captain Westlin:

"I have the honour to report the following: Bank manager Falk spotted, on July 18, at about 11.30 hours, from a window of Riksbanken in Sundsvall an aluminum-shining object, like a tube, that seemed to go on a westerly course over Norra Stadsberget (a hill north of Sundsvall). Since he was indoors by a window, he couldn't catch any sound. Neither altitude nor distance could be estimated. Speed did not seem to be very great."

Note: The daily tabulation at the Air Defence  department has the following comment concerning the Ortviken sighting: "Could possibly be airplane (FRA)". FRA is the Defence Radio Institute, which had just started to fly signal reconnaissance missions. It is conceivable that the Staff had the ability to coordinate sightings with FRA flight plans.

Status: Possibly aircraft.

Sources: Sundsvalls Tidning, July 17. TT telegrams nr 37 on July 18 and nr 39 on

July 19. Reports to the Defence Staff, July 18 and 19. ScanCat 1307 and 1308

Case xxx: 

Two missiles fell into lake Mjösa
Time: July 18, 12.00 hours (noon)

Place: Lake Mjösa, southern part, near Feiring (Norway)

This, the most famous Norwegian ghost rocket case of 1946, is best described by a chronological series of translations from newspapers and other sources:

A: From Aftenposten, Oslo, July 19 (evening edition): "From a man living in Feiring we had a sensational report, this morning, that two rocket bombs fell into (lake) Mjösa last night. They had the shape of common aircraft, but rather small, only about 2,5 m long wings. They came between 24.00 hours and 00.30 hours tonight from a westerly direction and at small altitude over the southern part of Feiring, where they were observed by several people from the Hasselbakken inn and the Årnes farm. They carried no lights. People's attention was drawn to them by a strong whistling sound, and soon the airplanes appeared at a tremendous speed. They went so low that trees swaying as they had passed by. Almost at the center of (lake) Mjösa, closer to the Feiring shore, they landed with a great splash and there was a several meters tall water cascade as they disappeared. 

"Shortly after having received this message we spoke to the local policemen in Feiring and Hurdal, who knew nothing, however. He soon contacted, by phone, people living between Hurdal and Feiring and could, after some time, tell us that he had had confirmations from several trustworthy people. The place, where the objects landed, is about 10 km north of Minnesund and Mjösa is a fairly deep lake so it will be difficult to find them. The policemen will soon notify the Forsvarets Overkommando (Supreme Command of Defence) to initiate investigations."

B: The Aftenposten article was quoted by a large number of Scandinavian newspapers (such as Svenska Dagbladet on July 19and also hit the telegraph machines of AP and United Press. Most sources repeated the faulty timing of the incident (midnight or shortly after), which was soon proven wrong.

C: From Aftenposten, July 20 (morning edition), which now had a more detailed story: 

"...As reported in some of our evening editions last night, two such "flying X's", as we might call them, were seen falling into Mjösa. It happened on Thursday noon between 12.00 and 12.30, and they were seen by several people in Feiring. The acting policeman of Feiring and Hurdal got the message only yesterday morning, and soon started to take statements from the witnesses. From several places he got confirmations that the two "flying X's" had been seen as they came at low altitude over the Feiring woods, from the west, and fell into Mjösa, about 2 km from the western shore and about 7 km from Minnesund. Therefore he alarmed Haerens Overkommando (Supreme Command of the Army). 

"One of our correspondents was yesterday evening in Feiring and talked to a couple of those who had the remarkable experience. The "flying X's" passed straight over the farm Bålsrud where they were spotted by farmer Sigvart Skaug, his wife and adult son and daughter. Bålsrud is in the middle of the slope (towards lake Mjösa) in the southern part of Feiring. It was Mrs. Skaug and her daughter who saw them first. They were haymaking on the top of the ridge, at a place called Badstuåkeren. Suddenly they heard a strong noise in the air and first thought that an aircraft was approaching. But the sound was not like ordinary engine noise, more like a strong sighing (whistling). Soon they caught sight of two aircraft-like objects coming over the woods at a tremendous speed and at such a low altitude that the two women involuntarily threw themselves to the ground. Draught was so strong that treetops were swinging.

"Down on the farm were Sigvart Skaug and his son. They saw the "flying X's" from the flank, but on a somewhat greater altitude, probably some 50 meters. Skaug says they looked like V-1 from pictures he had seen in the newspaper. Anyway, they couldn't be common aircraft. They were cigar-shaped, some 2,5 meters long and had wings about 1 meter wide. The wings sat about one meter from the tip, and the fore-and-aft parts were metallic-looking, while the middle parts, including wings, were black. It seemed like some apparatus, possibly for the steering of the craft, was attached to their backs. The wings fluttered a little as if they were made of textile fabrics. There were no fire or lights to be seen. The missiles flew close to each other, one a little bit before the other. They followed a loose trajectory, as when you throw a stone, and fell simultaneously into Mjösa, so that the water stood several meters tall. There was no explosion. The sky was completely clear and Mjösa was perfectly calm.

"- I took bearings on the place where they fell, says Mr. Skaug, and I think I am able to point it out. But depth is here some 3-400 meters, so there are probably no chance of bringing the two mysterious objects into the daylight again.

"On the farm Tosterud, closer to Mjösa down from Bålsrud, the "flying X's" were seen by Nils and Gustav Tosterud, who gave the same description. The daughter on the farm was inside, but came running out as she heard the sound, and cried out: - What in heavens name was that. She never got to see the "flying X's", they had already disappeared into Mjösa when she came out. 

"The local policeman was yesterday evening occupied with trying to trace further witnesses. There is a rather densely built-up area south as well as north of Bålsrud, but due to the woods the views are limited. Since the missiles were at such a low altitude this may explain why nothing was seen for instance from the Hasselbacken inn, just one km north of Bålsrud, and where there were many people at this time. Unfortunately the telephone to Hamar was out of order yesterday so it wasn't possible to find out if anyone on the eastern shore of Mjösa had seen anything.

"Yesterday we put this information before captain Jörstad from Luftforsvarets Overkommando (Supreme Command of the Air Force), who was very interested in it. The desciption fits rather well with the V-1, he stated. If there were such missiles, and they came from the west, it is reasonable to think that they were fired from an airplane or a ship at sea. Today there will be further investigations, and if there are others who have made sightings they are asked to report to Luftforsvarets Overkommando, telephone 34870."

D: From Arbeiderbladet, and other Norwegian papers, July 20: "...the local policeman has alarmed the military police at Gardermoen to get their assistance. On inquiry to Gardermoen we learned that noone has yet gone up to Feiring to clear up the matter."

E: The Mjösa incident brought new power into the Norwegian ghost rocket investigations. Aftenposten reported on July 22 that a secret conference had been held on the subject by Forsvarets Overkommando on Saturday, July 20, two days after the incident. Morgenbladet, another Norwegian newspaper, contacted Luftforsvarets Overkommando and learned that "the head of Luftvaktinspektionen (Aerial Guard Inspection), captain Opsahl, has been ordered to take on the investigation concerning these possible crashes of rockets." Directives would be sent by him to Luftforsvarets Overkommando concerning the way investigation would proceed. 

"Is there any chance to find the rockets that fell in Mjösa?", asked the Morgenbladet reporter. "They are on 3-400 meters depth and can already have drifted away. But investigation will continue. Since our land is surrounded by oceans and since then there are inshore lakes. There would be an overwhelming chance for a fired rocket to fall into waters, and it will be impossible to find again. Therefore it is important that people take notice about what they observe, if similar phenomena would turn up again." 

"From Hamar it is reported to Morgenbladet that investigations for the rocket planes that fell into Mjösa, have been taken over by the military at Gardermoen. Gardermoen informs our correspondent that there is a lack of equipment for searches on such on deep waters. On the other hand investigations on the eastern shore of Mjösa have started to find out if anyone there has observed the rockets. According to information from people in Feiring and Hurdal the two rocket aircraft would have come from the west." (Morgenbladet, July 22)

F: Finally, on July 22, came this rather strange explanation, reported by Arbeiderbladet: "The rocket that should have fallen into Mjösa now apparently has shown up to be a diver (bird). As known, noone really saw the rocket, but only the water cascade, which evidently was very tall, but major Rygg now states that he thinks the whole matter is a fantasy. So far no thorough search has been made, but the matter will be investigated."

G: The statement that "noone really saw the rocket" was obviously false, at least if we are to judge from a map drawn up by the Norwegian military and found in the archives of the Swedish Defence Staff. The map pinpoints three different observations of the Mjösa "rockets" as sightings 3, 4 and 5: "3: Soon, objects, wings, exhaust from end, sharp light, sound, 18.7.46, 11.35 hours; 4: Feiring, Mjösa, 2 long, black objects with wings, no lights, altitude about 2-300 m; 5: Feiring, Mjösa, 2 long, dark objects, crashed into waters off the farm Bålsrud, 18.7.46, 11.30-12.00 hours". The sighting of winged objects at Soon, not mentioned in the newspapers, is interesting since it seems to substantiate the Feiring sightings.

H: 

--- this case report not completed/AL

